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(GUEST) EDITORIAL

Wow! | Love this rabn. Yes |
rRnow it leads to grumpy
foces and mud everywhere
and closed voads and cold
weather but man ol man
it’s just <o refreshing after
the heat of the last few
months and of course it
bodes well for the dry sea-
son since we'll have an-
other year of good grownd
water.

Ui wearlng  the  editor’s
hat this wonth because
Magoda has found herself
with even wore on her plate
than wusual. Aside from
some how wanaging to
fill the voles of Ops Man-
aoer, Park Manager, Con-
cesslonaire Mawnager,
mother, wife and editor for
Lensthwe she  has  wnow
taken on the vole of school
teacher for her som and
daughter who, through a
\/W’Letg of clreumstances,
will be home schooled this
year. A full time teacher is
belng  appointed through
the assistance of a Ger-
man NGO but until then
what Little time the boss
had is wnow completely
taken up. She and Marius
have even bullt a class-
room at Abjaterskop for
ruan and  Elishia and

[ can only wish them the
best of luck in this acdmi-
rable undertaking. Hope-
fully though the new Park
Mawnager, a  Cowncession
Manager and  a  teacher
will be appointed by the
end of February and
Magda can be back at the
helm of Lentshwe because |
know it s something she
enjoys doing.

Still on the tople of school-
lng some good wnews has
come tn the form of per-
mission to use one or even
two of the classrooms at
Vielsehfontein to develop a
“Madikwe Eco-school” for
chiloven of the residents of
Madikwe. This s a com-
bined project between sev-
eral lodges, NWPTRB and
private  entities.  Ambi-
tlously it is hoped that
this may be wp and run-
ning as early as the 1% of
September this year.

And with that t's on to
this month’s edition...

After the somewhat somber
feel to last months special
Batia  favewell lssue |
thought it would be a goool
ilea to have a lighter, feel
good mood in this lssue so
we have tales of a little

hyena that could and a
Little tortolse that would.
n addition Scud, he of the
“Woes of Midwnite” fame,
steps out of the guest star
role and bnto the spotlight
this month tn the story
“Scud Lawmeh”, vead Lt
and smdle at how happy
endings can even come
from tragic tales. Lastly
we have a jam packed Let-
ters page and another tn-
teresting update from the
secondt South African
Bird Atlas Project survey
n Madiiewe (This s a
link to a picture of a par-
tLaLLg leuclistic Crested
BArbet seen on the week-
end that they were n
Madiliewe: Mttp_‘ S/
www.niall.co.zo/Species/
bivd-pages/47z.htm).

ijog!

Declan
(Guest) Editor

(1 must apologize to Gerry
va  walt of the website
www.photoatrica.com — for
omitting a thank yow last
month for access to the
Stunning photos of the
Batias their  latter
days)

i
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HL Magoda

[ trust you are well and
all the very best for 2009
[ wonder if | can ask a
favour, Yyour Lovely
Lentswe news letter, |
have been wissing it of
Late, can you please adol
we to the mailing List
Thank You very much

ALL the best,
Peter Channing
Madilkewe Collectlon

HL Magoa

soandy Bladen, one of
our shareholders at Ukut-
hula, e-mails us the news
Letters and we find them
really tnteresting.

If havd coples are avail-
able, could you Rindly
arvange for future Lssues
to be matled to me as my
computer finds the at-
tachments too much to
cope with!

With thanks
David Alston
Ukuthula safari Lodge

JANUARY 2009

LETTERS

Dear Peter and David

Al previous newsletters
are available online at
www.madiwe-game-
VESEVVE.CO.ZA.
&(beartuybﬁtf[g WE canmnot
post hardeopies to indi-
Viduals due to cost re-
Straints.

Declan

HL Declan

it was really good to cateh
up with you this morn-
lng - the newsletters are
great and [ would Love to
put mldnights story onto
our web site if that is ok
with you? [ really like
your tnformal writing
style andl feel the tone is
Just right for owr web

site. It is bmportant to us
not just to sell our wine,
but that we try to make a
difference for wild dogs
through owr wine and web
slte.

[ just spoke with Andrew
Huddg who distributed
wine to Madilkewe L the

past and who s now dis-
tributing our wines and |
gather has met you. He
used to work for wilder-
ness n Botswana anol
also has a strong passion
and is right behinol our
project. This passion is so
Lmportant to us and as
you may have read on the
web site, we have tried to
set up our company based
on the attributes of a wilol
dog pack so that we can
be successful tn reaching
our goals.

Kind regards

Emuma Borg
www.paintedwolfwines.com

Dear Evmmma

You are welcome to reprint
the story of Midnite on
Your website. The adven-
tures of the Collection
Pactk, now the New Collec-
ton Pack, continue this
month in the story “Seud
Laumneh”

Declan
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THE TALE OF POOR STUMPY—Bryan Mulligan

we are vegular visitors to
Madikwe from our howme
n Atlanta, Georgla in
the wUnited sStates. we
have just returned from
our latest trip, with a
heart warming story of

the “little hyena  who
coulol”

During our visit in De-
cember 2006, ot the

hyena den near the Bast-
erm Alrstrip  we
across the tevvible sight of
a small spotted hyena
that had his vear Left foot

came

se\/ereLg mabmed,  pre-
sumab% bﬁ another
predator.

His mother wembg had
some claw marks on her
side, as testament to her
efforts to protect her in-
fant. owr daughter, who
was 9 years old at the
time, was distraught at
the sight of the crippled
infant pathetically Llick-
ng his stump and then
limping awny. what do
yow as a responsible por-
ent say? Nature is unfor-
glving, and OVLL@ the fit-
test survive? wWhile kwnow-
lng that there was Little or
wo hope for a small ani-
mal as badly injured as

this, we offered comfort to
our daughter by saying
that hyenas look after
thelr own, and so perhaps
he had a chance... It was
with a heavy heart we
drove away from the
tragic scene.

our splrits that Christ-
mas. our daughter, now
ten years old, wrote
song to celebrate, which
she sang  n Madikwe

that year to the tune of
Lenard Cohen's Hallelu-
jah Chorus (accompanied
bg her Dad on guditar)...

Abpve: Stumpy missing his left rear foot — limping
away December 2006 (Bryjan Mulligan)

Own a subsequent visit in
December 2007, we heard
from guides that
Stumpy was alive and
regularly seen, and
seemed to be doing pretty
well on his three Legs.
well, what a Lift it gave

The Ballad of Poor
Stumply

Stumpyy is a Young
hyena

Not as fast or sleek as a
cheetan

Because his paw got bit

ot poor Stumpy
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THE TALE OF POOR STUMPY

For while his ma was look-
ing tor tood

ln came a beast who was so
ride

And bit off his paw, oh poor
Smmpg

[Chorus]

Oh poor Stunmpy, oh poor
Stumpy, on poor Stumpy,
oh poor Stunmpl

HHS Mo came in and that
beast she fought

“Is my child alive” that's
what she thought

So she went to check on
poor Smmpg

He was her only Friend
But he was alive, in the end

But @M/lg hurt, poor
Smmpg

[Chorus]

And when he was wm@ in
his den

HiS mother brought hine a
Franklin hen

It tasted good, to poor

S mmpg

“Oh Mother youw are so feind
to me”

Said Stumpy, very grate-
ﬂzllg/

HHS Mo WAS S0 Good, poor
S mmpg

[Chorus]

This Ls where we thought
the story would end...

Abpve: Siobhan singing the Ballad of Poor Stumpy in
Madikewe, | January) 2009 (i Bryan Mulligan)

However, it would have one
wonderful  chapter.
Ow our most recemt Visit
this year, we were watehing
a spotted hyena suckle her
gouwgster on the Eastern
Alrstrip ruaway. Suad-
dew% [ wotleed a  thivd
I/lgewa walking up the atr-
strip... as it approached, we
could see it had a bad Limp,
and as it walked past us,
we could see that & had
only three feet. The left vear
foot was wmissing halfway
up the foot.. IT WAS
STUMPY'! He stood wembg
for only an instant, before
making off into the bush.
BUL the mjz/wg WaS UAMLLS-
takable... Stobhan was over
the woon to see Stumpy
alive and well. | also felt
pretty good that the rather
VLVLGDV\/\/LV\/CLV\/Q) el/\zCOl/U(ﬂ@@“
ment that ( had given my
doughter a couple of years
earlier had proved to e
true. A b&w{%
young hyena could sur-
vive.

move

LV\J ureo

There s perhaps a deeper
pambte in all of this...
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THE TALE OF POOR STUMPY

However, in  order for
Stumpy to have survived
his injury the hyena clan
have gathered
arownd him; fed and pro-
tected hime while he vecov-
eved; and the clan must
continue to support hime tn
spite of his handicap.

If nature, as witnessed by
the hyenns n this story,
has the capacity to care for
those less fortunate than
the strongest, perhaps we

MuUSt

as humans  should  con-
sider that supporting those
less fortunate than our-
selves Ls wnot something
out of the ordinary, but a
normal part of nature!

Bryan Mulligan
Atlaonta, USA
J&W\AA[ZYM, .’,ZOOj

(1 Sure Mr. Mulligan
and Siobhan will be
pleased to know that ol’

Stumpyy, or as |/ call him
Tripod, is a fairly well
rnown hyena in Madikwe
and he roams over almost
the whole resenve having
been seen as far west as
Tau Lodge and as far
South as Abjaterskop
road— peclan)

THE STRANGE BUT COMPLETELY TRUE STORY OF THE
MADIKWE BOOMERANG TORTOISE—Declan Hofmeyr

Anyone who travels past
Tswasa base on any given
day just before sunset will
be “rewarded”  with the
sight of me exerclsing my
two dogs. This generally
bnvolves  me  throwing a
ball for my oldest dog ,
Scamp, to feteh wntil he
falls over exhausted while
Buster,  wmy  youngster,
rummages around in the
orass  looking  for, well,
whatever it ls he's Looking
for.

About three wonths ago
little Buster fowno some-
thing to grab his interest

in the form of a small fe-
male Lleopard tortoise. So,
being the good Dad that |
am, | took the tortolse
away from him (I don't
want him to be encournged
to put his nose on strange
veptiles) awdl velocated it o
few hundred meters down
Guinenfowel  South  road
which runs south from my,
house  towards Jacl’s
Camps, “On Your way Lit-
tle tortolse,” satd 1, “watch
out for eagles” and then
went back to playing with
Scamp  (disgruntled  be-
cause his pLagthe had

been tnterrupted) and  Lit-
tle Buster (disgruntled
because his new playmate
had been taken away).

Fast forward a wonth or so
now to just before Christ-
mas last year. same see-
warto, ball thrown, Scamp
fetehing, Buster rummag-
ng and again, n abmost
6)<actL5 the same spot
Buster starts to get all ex-
cited. Own investigation |
found that he was once
again  harassing  a tor-
tolse... a small female Leop-
ard tortolse n fact. Could
It be? Could this be the very
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THE STRANGE BUT COMPLETELY TRUE STORY OF ...

sawe tortolse that ( had
“rescued” o wmonth or so
previously? So being the
sclentist type that ( am |
took out wy Leather
Maw, opened the file and
made two small engrav-
ngs on the leading edoe
of the two scutes (scales)
above the tortolses head.
This doesn't hurt the ani-
mal stince the outside of
the scutes have wneither
blood supply wnor nerves
but it would leave a dis-
tinguishable mark if |
ever saw  this tortolse
again. This time on ve-
leasing her outside my
fenced arven | took her
much  further, probably
about a kilometer south
on Guwneafowl South road
and went back to playing
with my pups, both Lrri-
tated for the same reasons
as previously.

ownce again we wneed to
fast forward a wonth or
so and the widdle of
January found the three
of us, Scamp, Buster and
[ out playing ball in the
same place whew Lo and
beholol Buster finds some-
thing to interest himself.
owce again | lnvestigated
because now we were well

into swmmer and Puff
Adders were fairly Are-
quent visttors to my gar-
den but my fears where
unfoundeod as once again
[ found Buster with his
nose ow... ta-da... glp you
guessed it a small female
Leopard tortoise only this
tbme it was a small fe-
male Leopard tortolse with
two scutes engraved on
the leading edge just
above her head.

Huumn. .. wunge this Lit-
tle girl didwt want to go
south? Magbe she was
trying to go north the
whole thme and [ was seri-
ously setting back her
schedule (and although |
can owtg prove it was the
sawme tortolse twice there
ls no doubt tn my mlnl
that the first thwe it was
also this Llittle girl). So
with that v wmind [ tooke
her around the worthern
side of my house and re-
leased her wear Tswasa
water hole.

“Travel safe wnow and...
WK... SOrrY about all the
hassles” | sald as | waved
her off.

This all remainoled me of o
Joke 1 heavd a while back:
This guy is sitting on

his chaitr watching TV
whewn he hears a knock at
the door.

“Who could that be?” he
thinks to himself as he
gets up to open the doov.
Wwhen he opens it, how-
ever, all he sees ls a swnall
on his welcome mat. Now,
not betng a big fan of
snatls, he pims the swatl
up and throws it over the
wall that divides his prop-
erty from his neighbours
before  promptly  going
back to watching the Lat-
est episode of whatever he
was watching.

A few wonths Later he
hears awother kwnock own
the door, gets up, opens it
and there, on the welcome
mat s a little snall who
looks wp at the man and
says ‘oLl What was that
for?”.

And so Little boomerang
tortolse if you're reading
this at your final desti-
nation can | just say 'm
sorry) if delayed  your
travels or you were late
for o big tortolse family
Christmas but my nten-
tlons were all tn Your best
lnterests. 1 promlse.
Reaug. Hownest.
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SCUD LAUNCH—Declan Hofimeyr

After the tragic death of
the wild dog Midnite n
September  last  year it
seemed to all of wus that
after having put so much
effort nto her ano her
clan, the Collection Pack,
that there couldn't possi-
bly be any light on the
horizow. EspecLaLLxd stince
Just a few weeks earlier
Chippy and  SGhost had
been Rilled by the DPwars-
berg Pack when they met
up and fought through the
boma fence (See “The woes
of Midnite” parts 1—+4 in
the June to  September
200€ issues of Lentshwe
for the full story). with
her death there was only
Scud, the lone male L the
pack, Lleft to carry the Col-
lection Pack forward. Al-
though only one dog does
not o pack make...

At the December 2008
meeting of the wild dog
Advisory Group it was de-
termined that there was wo
suitable howe for a single
male wild dog in any of
the other wetapopulation
reserves and  a  dectsion
was wmade to velease him
from  the holding bomn
lnto Madikwe to fend for

himself.

He was duly relensed with
a full stomach of fresh
bumpala (used to Lure him
out the boma) and sent on
his way. With no time to
Lose he headed east back to
the of Jacl’s
lodaes and thewm across to
Morukuru own the eastern
side of the Marico viver.
This was wo surprise be-
cause this was his pack’s
old hunting ground and
it was where he had origi-
nally been caught back in
July 200€ when we tried to
rebuild the declmated Col-
lection Pack the flrst time.
For the first two weeks he
sat around the old dew site
and  the Morukuru hide
erying his heartbreaiing,
hoo-call (a call wild dog’s
use to make contact and
probably one of the eeriest
sounds tn the bush) tn an
attempt to find his pack
mates...

Whether it was a response
to his calling or whether it
was a colncldence | could-
wt say but the dDwarsberg
Pack soon showed up in
the area he was calling
from and | have no dowbt
that if they wet up he

\/Lc’mitg

would have been Rilled by
the adult Dwarsberg pack
males.

Somehow he managed to
avold dirvect conflict but...
and here’s where it gets
Lnteresting... he never left
the arvea that the Dwars-
berg Pack were roaming,.
n fact he started follow-
lng them.

This went on for a Little
over a month and then n
Late December calls starteol
comlng tn of one collareol
male wild dog with 2 wn-
collared females. Could it
be that somehow wnature
had  come through and
Scuod had wmanaged to at-
tract fewmales away from
the Dwarsberg Pack to
form his own pack? Sure
enough tn early January |
conflimmed k. Scud has
pulled three of the females

born to the Dwarsberg
Pack in 2007 from thelr
natal pack.

(,mlg, Tick and Starlight
have joiwed Scud to form
the New Collection Packe
anod after being n wild
dog wmwmanagement  since
1999 | can Mow@s‘ctg say
that | thought 'd seen it
all.
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SCUD LAUNCH

So watch this space... |
suspect that Scud has well
and tm% Lived up to his
namesakre and Lawnched
himself back tnto the
erazy wild dog worldl.

well downe buoioig!

Right: Scud and Tick on
Guineatowl  extension,
Janwary 2009 (Mare
Lindsay-rae)

SANBAP 2 UPDATE— Nilall Perring

Following up on the winter survey
carvied out in May, we returned for
a swmmer survey, to see which of
the migrants had retwrned to the
park. Once again we covered a vast
majority of the park, although re-
cent ratns had wade some of the
roads wundrivenble, in particular the
Madikwe Plains. The mage to the
right shows where the birds were

logoed and our voute around the &

Park.

Numbers were well up on May'’s

survey, and some of the returming

summer migrants vecorded were as
follows:

Merorane
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SANBAP 2 UPDATE— NIALL PERRINS

Common Sandpiper
Little Stint
wahlberg'sEagle
Steppe Buzzard
Didericke Cuckoo
Black Cuckoo

Blue Cheeked Bee-eater
European Bee-enter
Barn swallow

red breasted swallow
white rumped Swift
Little Swift

rRed backed Shrike
Lesser grey Shrike
Spotted Flycatcher
Violet backed Starling
Temnicks Courser

The wahlberg’s
Eagle s n
breeding  sum-
mer visitor. We
saw a palr with
o chick on a
nest just out-
side of the Mo-
latedl gate on
our way ln to
the park.

nteresting again was the
late  departing  Quails
which were seen bn May's
survey were all  Llogged
again during  this sur-
vey, suggesting  that
they do not migrate far
Novth, if at all. Common
Quail ls described as a
COVAMAON. SUMVAEY ViSltor
and Harlequin Quails as
a sporadic summer visi-
tor. Small or Kurrichane

Buttonquatl is vesident.
Further information on
the SABAP2 project and

latest wnews s available
o WwWw.sabap.org - the
project has gathered more
momentum and the vital
gops are starting to get
filled. Public participa-
tlon s encouraged to fill
these  gaps.Anyone  re-
quiring further informa-
tlown Ls welcome to contact
me vin ematl:
niall@kelitech.co.za.

Below: Wahlbergs eagle pho-
tographed outside Molatedi
Gate (Nial Pervins)




PAGE 11 JANUARY 2009
I —— I ——

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and do
not in anyway reflect the official view of the North West Parks and Tour-
ism Board.

Madikwe Game Reserve
PO Box 10
Nietverdiend
2874

Phone: 018-350-9931/2
Fax: 018-350-9933
Email: madikweadmin@telkomsa.net
Remember... all previous issues are available online at
www.madikwe-game-reserve.co.za



